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— ag manner, to. 


8 e bee 
and farmal:, — —1. by proving, to; a.,demguſtzationg 
that tho: Jewiſh, profeſiars notwathſtand; ERS 


affinity to Abraham, and ſuch like, were all 
1 fin, were all equally guilty before G 
all equally fallen ſhort. of his glory, conſequently were alt 
upon an an equal level with tha ret of mankind, 2 
much in need of the fes grace of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, 
his Holy, „ . cha 
moſt ſavage Barbarian or diſputing Grock.. This was ac. 
ing like the ſoterunner or harbinger of our bleſſed Lord: 
for when he ſaw Many of the Sgdducees and Phariſces 
(the infidels and profaſſors of chat age). coming to his 
baptiſm, eee JAS. it were, che * in a'very; 
pungent, am, Nhat ſome would. rm, 4 very unp 
TR b * hie * 60 


51 Ste. 10 „ 
KEB, Ff „ 5 197; 101 0 | 


=I 1 


« Geerd ＋ come 1 And chin not to fay within y yours 


he 9], NT tn. Job ns, 


* unto 0 Abbes 7 of lng Ding like the 
forerunner ? I ſhould hs ave eg, this was imitating 
dur common Lord himſelf, who, in his glorious and 45 
vine ſermon, (when, to uſe the words of the Hers 
vey, a mount was his pulpit, and the Prayens * hie 
founding-bbard), employs hinifelf hie 2 5 
 glofſes and corrupt interpretation cer mak 
of Ifrael, withal adding this cuttivg aflertion, . ** U 
*Jeſs your righreouſacſe eien he W ofthe 
«©! ſefibes and Phiriſces, ye © ſhall in no ve eue de 
_ event. YW-2169 29%81 5" 
What a pity: is it, iy dear friend, that our moderhdes T1 
Eides of Chriſtianity, in heir elaborate and undoubtedly; Wiz 
well:meant treatiſes, : have not been more ſtudioug to copꝝ 5 
after "ſich bright! r and unerring examples! Many of thele - 
I'know'you'have reãd ; and um out o οα 
uſual candor, will do them ſo much j juſtice 45 tq acknows! 
ledge; that, in reſpect to the Gorworks of religion, ſuch 
a clearing uß tlie prophecies of the Old, and 
the me 5s. by of the New Teſtament, againſt the attacks 
Infidels and Freethinkers, they have ſhewn- themſelves; 
as far as bare human learning, added to external revela« 
tion, can'carry chem, to be maſters of ſtrong reaſoriings 
nervous language) and concluſive arguments. But thens | 
25 T have often heard your lament, one thing they ſeem t 
lack, 252. a deeper and more experimental knowledge of 
themſelves es and Jeſus Chriſt. ' Hence it js; thar when Rog 
come'to touch Upon the internals and vitals of Chriftiant-) 
ty, they are quite grappled, and write ſo unguardedly of 
the all. powerful influences'of the Holy Ghoſt,” as to ſink; 


b. into a * of downright formality'z Which, if 10 
Poe 


| 1 z 3 85 1 
Faul inay bs en judge, eee Et 

'ugainf}t;-as fanaticiſm; fuperſitition;or mfide- 
key Fic r in bis ſegond!epilitle 0 Timothy,” after 
A Geadfal account of the abounding of witked - 
— 85 laſts perilous times, uch: au. levers of then 
own ſelves," covetoys,® boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, diſs 
bedient ad parents; unthank ful, unholy, 9 — natus _ 
ral affection truce-breaketrs, falſe accuſers, inconti nent, 7 
fierce; deſp iſers of 'thoſe that are gad traicors, heady , 
Well minded, lopem of pleaſutes more than lovers 7 
God ; he brings up dhe rear in-this a fu manner, having Po 
a form of godimeſs, bur denying the power ther 
ſuch, ſays her turn away for, to uſe dbe wolds of out 8 
Lord;'pablicans and Hatſots enter into the kingdom of - | 
God before chem. 94248 . 311 Tian. a K Nes " 9 . 

Sorry: Sorry day Ito ſend; you word, chat 4 writer of this uns 
1 Racy now hes ppon my table; a writer, 'whoy - 

alchi6vgly he — his book, The: Offres and Operation! 
of the Holy Ghoſt: vindicated from the We of Infidelity + - 
a Auger of Fandticiſm,yer in bis great zeal againſt ch 
latter, and to che no ſmall encoura 
a6 far as as per verteck read Abd diſguiſed ſophiſtry could 
carry him, hath, in effect robbed che eln eee 
of. its promiſed Comforter, and thereby left us, up 
whom the ends of the world are co e, without auy ſu- 
pernatural influence or divine operations whatſcever.== 
Often have I heard you obſerve, hat there hever — 
in which the ſtewards of the my ſteries ofChriſt were more 
oudly called upon to vindicate the offices aye Opt rations 
bf the Holy Spirit than that 17 . we ſive. And* fer 
my own part, I canner help thinking, that the mat se. 
Comphſhed and «duly! "qualified; ppc a in the. univerſe, - 


vorld might hear of read him, could not"pollibly erbte 
25 on 10 Ach id general, and t the 2 of N. ; 


. . Ba 3 


at of the formen, 


ould he fits or ſpealk f entenftvely, thit the: 2 t 


| rr 

i which he hath-gurcheſed with bis aw blogt tin 
4 lar, in a pore necelihr ys commendable,..and. -uichyl: 
chan by deglarings upon the ; howſe-top; that Wente 
Shoſt. like) its almighty; purchaſer, is n 16-day, ag 

A WER x 5 he is now, as well as formerlys 
| in inſtit meang, appointed to convince 
the world of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and Judgment. 3.60 
them into all truth, by ſpirtually opening ther un 
1 erſtandings, that they may. 2 3 
| 8 2 clean b „ 


rather dx nies and ridicules the ſtabding and un 
'  epergtions.of the; Holy. GAhgcbe, — ingetho! 
taken 4 great deal of. learacd, paitis agaiaſt che . 
e Middleton, to pnovgꝶ that there;once was a, Holy: 
hof a chat he did once actual deſcend: upon the apoſs 
ties an the day of Pemeroſt ; and further, | that he ; did 
-ONFe, pt the-facred 3wrizers/to ſettle the: tanon of Scrip» 
ture; he then, in order toxcartup ſuperſtition, and, what 
de call, fanaticiſm, by the. roots, takes infinitely greate? 


do ſheu, that abet true beheverdy in all boar) e 
ways looked upon to be the ſtanding and ; ordinaty-ope- 
rations of the Ipirit, b Such ;as manifeſt; themſs]ves 

_ #*. in grage. and knowkdpes, zand Which adminiſter aid. in 
 - Giſpiritgal diſtreſſes, are * i0-be deo and called mira- 
4. culvus, as much a8 thoſe which extended ouryarths, in 
| Subs ** of tralings. and the relief of other gorporeal 


* infirmities 3 3 


enjoyment; of a tripne; and adh ver- Del 
This, n will, judge, my. dear friends is 2 
might have reaſonably expected ao have met with. A 
book bearing ſuch a promiſing title. — os E. 
was I ren er hows will yaw be eg Tonk we 
{pd; when I tell yoby;, that, upon A r 
fon tithe author, inſtead 


8 


Paige, (as well he might, being a coaſt arduous taſk inderde) 


NA 


2 


_- — 


— 


withdrawn; it eonfeqquontly muſt bo ſi 


ee boeh G d ee patbelihalaidle 
$5. of thoſe.,operatians which, maniteſt.chemfelyevin grace 


* dliſtroſſas. “ "Pages 78. 82. 8 3 oftavo eduien- 
aſferdions thebe, yoa will ſay, fur 4 vindicator of shu uf 
des: and operations of the Holy Gboſt, againſt the infa 
of infidehey dod the abuſes of fanatieiim i Klan h M 
cuuld a Midaletun ſay more? Nay, Lculd amaſt add 
where hath he express ſaid! ſo much d Bue if it be fas 
perſtitibpn vd look far, if ir be fanaticiſmi to; ſealc aſter 
bot reſt till we ate actually and — 9 
Jef. . natural influences of the Blefled Spirit mas | 
iſclyes- in grace and, divine/knowhedge,: ar 


— thanifeſtations as cxated: the powers of hum: 
tity, were we lo be Dgacd AIR * Y 
daptiſm, à thouſiad: times. cer, g cd never fuccels. 
fally fight under its banner 2ganft fin, 3 
= dei, and conſequently: not: fo much avtiuly:coms 
much leſa continuꝛ to: bel Chriſt's faithful forvancs 


r n e un 67 Figs? 22:44 Ta 


| Surcly, mas the apoſtle: Bun to-tiſe from the: din 

* el vat; or heat df, ſuch ſtrange Pofitionst tis = 
Pit nit, aa once An, would agai bas french in Mm 
u ber 8 wrigen thus attempting to — am alter ft the 
or ſhip. ut an Asen Cod 1 Tay an unkbown' Gods = 
or hom in ie-ppflible, in the very nature of the thingy fon 
e natuft carnal and ſuid under ſin, ever v 
pad, — 


5133 


ee — — 


ab idem, even, ta: the: an@ of ou es. 


#; 2o0& knowledge, and which adminiſter aidi in ſpititual — 


\, 
. A ” 
5 
G | 4 
2 


2 


tow 


vie: fome' inward mafifeſtatioms bf "grace: ard 1 
| knowledge, ſuper · added to tlie light of external revelatidh, 
to enable us ſo to do f For, to apply hut this apoſite 
obſerves upon à bk occaſion, he is Hot a real Chriſtian 
vho s only one outwardly: but he alone is a: true Chrif-if 
dan, Who is one inwardly; whoſe” baptiſm is thät of the 
heart, in the ſpirit, ' and hot merely of the water, Whoſe 
| i not of man but of God: And er (wunde yhu 
Think it 2 ) this writer is fo! unwary as te gtemmpt -t 
preis chis very: apoſt le, that ebe alete of the doktrihe 
of grace, that gendine irrefr vindicator or the offt. 
dez add operations. of the Holy Spitir, into! ig*miftakth 
Teevice. ' Never, I believe, were the faint and the ſbholar 
the gentleman and the Chriſtian, more ſweetly blended 
together than in the character and-writings of this favourite 
df heaven. How often, my dear Elen in our more ro 
ftret moments when converſing wgether tdoιernitig the 
kvely oracles of God have: youl called dpd me to talce 
mans: pertineit yvand>powenfy 
— ＋ ö wt 
polite VE Ki 
Die — ea halon to * zo 
Made. remarks/upon, thoſe ſtiking images, nnd thöſt di 
vide oharacteriſtics, akictorhioipcam plied maſter:uf lays 
man and [divine rhetoric lays before us in the igth 
ter of his iſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, of that moſt ex= 
. Cellent grace of charity or love of God ? A grace fo, abſo- 
lately neceſfary to the Chiſtian life; thar without: 1 to 
uſa the inimitable language of this inſpired writer, T 
ve dad a miruc ulous fe — 'Temov? mum dins, "nay. Wh * 
Dmgh we ee Ao rent Feed 1b pi or, and 2 
eben pur bodits to be hurhi, it wonld profiÞ us: dig — 
grace, that never faileth, but pK farneth 
we ſhall etcrnally remain poſſeſſed of, and 'jncreafing? 25 
_ * ſhalteng in ** viſion, and Hope: 2 1 


notice of this truly great 
preachiag before 


$45 


edicts Wide 'of the ce er diele 8 . tb. : 
friend, how, frequendly have.our hearts Pur 75 
under the glowing warinth of ſuch 2 
Aud yet, Incredib 1 . may. ſeen: 125 
that { i very chapter Fs 1 5 
to pro Sp ftp 1 
aer ge ot 15 ald 
miraculous gifts of t Ane 
y Ca of its pe 12 85 aa . a 


W one could 2 1 875 ed out, .of t xe whole 

amet, . to p prove ly the. contrary... Ear No. ex a 
Kan N eramiae = Greg ioſeparable : proper 
ties and concomiants of "Reg 0 0 ft: of c 


to. 0 2 


= | 


rity, recorded. in, this 1 
doubt whether any, perſon. livin 
bf this mo excellent gilt, with 


manifeſtations thoſe/dis , 
vine in Wn of e 25 . | | 4 


Uaide us are naw abated ] or totally-w drawn... 
[lays our apoſtle). ſuffereth b long Fly N kind—Chgrity | 
beth not—Charity. Cant wo 100 fie V is not-pu 2 5 
ec tech not. ber oui is not '6 1 proveked— - thinket 
FOil—r4joiceth. not in iniquity, but rejoiceth-in. the ir IT 
bearetb all things—bopeth all thin ng5s—endureth Hl things 
Now, can human reaſon, with a its Heights; can.calm 
philoſophy, with all its depths; or. moral ſuaſion, Witt 'S 
ill its inſigvatihg arts; ſo much ad pretend to-kindle 
Hoch leſs to maintain and blow up int a ſettled habit 
flame of holy fire, ſuch a ſpark as chi in the buman heart 3 
Sooner. might one attempt ta extinguiſh the moſt rap) 
ind denduring flames, by reading a lecture upon the Be? 
cfit of eqld Water, or reach out one's preſumptuqus hand 3 
o create à new. heaven and g new earth, tan to deem 
f extinguiſhing thoſe 1 — of enyy, felt 


SST TS TBE ERS SS 
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wk. 


ſs 


wh, FOR — 


or mali | thi * 90 or love, of God i is here 
F ilitate > of to W Ik or form the Tout” in⸗ 


n 

ſe tc 
to any, of Hol leide i temper here ſpoken of, as the ge- 
| nue ect and fruits 905 e love of God. NEG ge. 


dear frien 


„theſe are flowers not to be gathered in nature f 
garden. 


They are EXOIcs 3 ; planted 9 % in heaven, 


and in * great Work of the new birth, tranſplanted by 


the Holy Ghoſt, not only into the hearts of the firſt apoſ- 
a of Phinitive Chriſtians, but into the hearts of all true 
belispers, even to the end of the 'world. For doubtleſs 
of alt te S. Paul Tpeaks, when he Tays, Tribulation 
Weib Patiente, Patience experiince, en erienct Bepe, and 
bops 9 855 nob ee becauſe tbe love of Gd is ſhed 
abroad #n 9 our brarts' by the Holy Ghoſt tobicb is Ziven un. 
us. 10 Hence, * doubtleſs, it is, that we were all in 
e ly directe in one Ir the collects of our church, 
to: 885 "Lord fee who hath taught us, that all out 
ee beten charity are nothing worth, that he 
©2614 yd the Holy Ghoſt; and pour: into our hearts 
chat con excellent gelt of charity.” - So that; accord- 
— * OTE, Flip er natural influence and mani- 
r ng of grace and. Knowledge ate ſo far from being 


ATR that they, in the end of this very col: 
Rer. teach üs to ſebnfeſs, that without them, or, which 


18 tte fa 2. 9 the love of God poured into the heart 
ly Shot, «whoſoever liveth is counted dead 


e 
befbre him. But, if we will believe our author, charity 
fig pißzes little more than the outward eſtabliſhment of the 
ariffian'chvrch, and conſ-quently that 'the ic apoltle means 


& "Ties, "myſteries, Knowledge,“ (i. e. according to this 
Mr, "as ſupern rükrüral knowled e,) * Were to ceaſe When 


$7: Ny," Tcornjng to tread in the ſteps of Whitby, 
Hammond,” Burkic,! and 8 conſiſtent ire expc- 
"402% 4 a 4 TD 16 $8549 12 politor 


& here in this chapter thin to ſhew'us, „ that prophe- 


e arrived to a per rfect eſtabliſhment” Page 


TP 
fitor on holy writ; our bew commentstor; bur bf his pa 
radoxical genius, labgurs tb probe, that Ahen't e "gre; 
apoſtle fer rts; that charity never fails, and therefore hath 
the preference over faith and hope, he means Hothin 
leſs than to aſſert its eternal duration and that eonfequently 


his true meanimg hath. hitherto'eſcaped every unwary ea” - 


der but himſelf. ' Pages 76, 6, , Conſcious, uch debe, 
of this finj larity, and foſtly- Aware! of its nbeedihg me | 

| apology, fe very properly adds, pa pe 82. That fleht 2 1 
uncommon ide fee „ inſttucts the Py 1 
« with what caution and application he ſhould eee tg 
« the ſtudy of that profound reaſoning with Which all St. | 

Paul's epiftles abound.” Arid may 1 not, at leaſt with 
as great propriety, ſubjoin, that this may *alſo iriftry 
every unwary reader with What -eaution he ſhould *come 
to the ſtudy of that profound reaſoning with which *this 
treatiſe abounds ? ſo very profound, that I believe it ex- 
ceeds the power of humanity to fathom its depths, fo far 
as to draw out of it any true, conſiſtent e enen of 


the apoſtle 8 reaſoning. on this bears ava at allt!!! 55 #9 
330 "a1; £24 
I might here add, my dear friend, ſome other ſpeti- | 
mens of our author's manner of explaining Seripture'by 
his human reaſon: for inſtance, ** keeping ourſelves un- 
ſpotted from the world,” he ſays, pape 157. fgnifies only 
our uſing the means of grace. And again, when the apoſtle 
informs us, Ephef. v. 9. that the fruit of the Spirit'i is in 
all goodneſs, "righteouſneſs, and truth, he tells us, that 
truth refers to Chriftian dorine, goodneſs to Ghriftiatt | 
prafice, and by righteouſneſs is meant , the conduct of 
the whole to particulars, and conſiſts in that equal 


„ gentleneſs of government, where church- authority is to 


made to n with che Private OY of- e 


* 3 4 


| | 1 25 4 122 Lok 7 5 10 and 


er er ie Chritian difcipline*.s", with: ſeveral , 
ch like ialtances, which even the moſt. unwary reader Mc 
I Your much Rudy or application, may meet with, ſcat: . 
f tered ap and down this author's performance: but this MW. 


would be tgo. great a digreſſion; And indeed I ſhould W«. 
this extraordinary in- 


not "an one Jong even upon e e i 
erpretation of the thirteenth chapter of the firſt epiſtle ca. 
the Corinthians, . this writer himſeſf called it chis . 
K peſſore, and given it as his opinion, that this 15 6 
he only expreſs declaration recurded in Scripture, p. 76, . 
fo prove, that all ſupernatural knowledge ar divine in- 
fluence: was to ceaſe, when - Chriſtianity was perfect 
ſtabliſbed, or the world. arrived at a perfect Chriſtian ſtate, . 
But every day's experience, nay, this author's very book, 
proving beyond ali doubt, that Chriſtianity is not as yet, . 
thus perfectly eſtabliſhed, we may, at leaſt as yet, ac: 
cording to his own principles, expeci divine manifeſtations I di 
of grace and knowledge, and ſpiritual aids under ſpiritual 
- diſtrefles, without juſtly incurring the imputation either 


of ſuperſtition ar fanaticiſm. - _ NET 2 
But to proceed However profound and unintelli i- A 


ble gur author's comments may be, yet, when he comes 
to ſhew the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of this thing, viz. an 
an abatement or total with drawing of divine influence in . 
thele laſt days, (and wo to the Chriſtian world if he ſuc: . 
Leeds in his unhallowed attempt), he ſpeaks intelligibly 
_ _ enough -—For thus writes our author. On the Spirit's 
** firſt. deſceat upon the apoſtles, he found their minds 
< rude and uninformed, ſtrangers to all celeſtial know: © 
« ledge,. prejudiced in fayour of acarnal law, and utterly 


« averſe to the dictates of the everlaſting goſpel. The WW © 


(c 

„ r e ! ... UN, a 
* How much more pertinent is Mr. Clark's interpretation ,?—Ac- 6 
cording to him, goodneſs is an inclination to do good to others 6. 


truth is freedom from hypocriſy and diſſimulation, righteouſneſs 
is juſt dealing. Eph. v. 9. F 1 


o 4 g 4 D * "+ i * 7 ha; FOreg "att. i 
. - * : 

« © . ” 4 - 4 
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4 
* 
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C 8 / 7 4 


15 minds of theſe he illuminated, and, by derer ai, 
« into all truths neceflary far the profeflory.af the faith tx 
9 * know, or for the propagators. of it to teach.” r- True, 


« ſo averſe to all the religious inſtitutions: of the world. 
< that the whole ſtrength of human prejudices. was ſet in 
« oppolitiph to it. To overcome the ohſtinacy au 


„power of the Holy One was ſufficient. . 
6 Andy #hirdly and laſtly, There was a time when tha 
(6 
6 Jeſtrudtion, At ſuch a period nothing but ſuperior aig 
from above, could ſupport humanity in ſuſtajning ſa 
great a conflict as that which the holy martyrs,cncouny 
«© tered with joy and rapture, the horrors of death and 
© torment.” Excellent. But amen | 8 
Ag our author, . e eee e e 
2 


* empors mutaniar, 1 100 5 et nutamir in illis.. 4 nh 


7 But now,“ adds he, (and a dreadful ut it is), the pes 5 
* feſſion of Chriſtianity is attended with eaſe and honor: 
and we are now, it ſeems, ſo far from being rude and 


** everlaſting goſpel, that whatever there may be e 

„ Judice, i draws another way.—Conſequently, a 1.5 
** of faith being now eſtabliſhed, the conviction which 
* the weight f 

* of human reaſon. afford us of its truth, are abundant- 


** Naticifm to expect ſuch divine com munications, as tho* 
* no ſuch rule of faith was eſtabliſhed ; and alſo as high-. 
'© ly prefumptuoyg or fanatical to imagine that rule tobe 
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“ Secandly, the nature and genius of the goſpel were. 


6 « vileng af thoſe prejudices, - nothing leſs; than the 


of this world were combined together far ity 


** uniafarmed, and utterly, averſe to the dictates 8 I 


humap teſtimony, and the concluſions, | 3d 


* ly ſufficient to ſupport us in our religious perſeverance; x 
n and therefore it muſt certainly be a great mark of fa- 3 


* ſo obſcure as to need the further aſſiſtance of the Holy _ - 


{us 


Spirit to explain his o. meaning.” Pages 85. 86. 
87 88. Thisz you will ſay, my dear friend, is going 
pretty far. And, indeed, ſuppoſing matters to be as this 
- Writer repreſents them to be, I do not fee. what need we 
have almoſt of any eſtabliſhed rule at all, at kaſt in re- 
ſpect to practice, ſince corrupt nature is abundantly: ſuf- 
ficient of itſelf to help us to perſevere ia a religion atten- 
ded with eaſe and honor. And I verily believe, that the 
Beiſts throw aſide this rule of faith entirely, not barely on 
account+of a deficiency in argument to ſupport its authen- 
_ticify,” but becauſe they daily ſee ſo many who profeſs to 
bold this eſtabliſned ſelf. deny ing rule of faith with their 
lips, perſevering all their lives long in nothing elſe but an 
endleſs and inſatiable purſuit after worldly eaſe and honor. 
But what a total ignorance of human nature, and of the 
true unalterable genius of the everlaſting goſpel, doth our 
author's arguing diſcover ? For ſuppoling, my dear friend, 
that this or any other writer ſhould undertake to prove 
that the ancient Greeks and Romans were born with ſick- 
y. diſordered and crazy bodies, but that we, in modern 
days, being made of a firmer mould, and being bleſs'd 
with the eftabliſh*d rules of Galen and Hippocrates, need is 
now no further aſſiſtance from any preſent phy ſician, ei- Ne. 
ther to explain or apply thoſe rules to our preſent ails arid I 
corporeal diſtreſſes, though we could not, without the b 
help of ſome linguiſt ſuperior to ourſelves, fo much as k 
underſtand the language in which thoſe authors wrote :— p 
85 ppoſing, T ſay, any one was to take it into his head ill q 
to write. in this manner: "Would he not be juſtly deemed t 
a dreaming enthuſiaſt or real fanatic ? And yet this would Wl v 
be jult as rational as to infinvate, with our author, that BY s 
we, who are born in theſe laſt days, have leſs depravity Bl © 
ig dur natures, leſs enmity to, and leſs prejudice againſt Wl a 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and leſs need of the divine teach- Ml t. 
' ings of the Bleſſed Spirit to help us to underſtand the true 
1 f ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual! meaning of the Holy dene than; tho ecwh WM 


were born in the firſt ages of the goſpel. Ok as it * 
formerly, ſo it is now, the na ural man dif NF th. ngt 2 


things of the Spirit. And why ? Becauſe they San n „ - | 
be ſpiritually diſcerned. But whey is It th 3 8 5 5 
ems, ofithe 


lieve this author? For, page 73, he talks 


« firſt Chriſtians, who were 1n the happy. .cireu nee. b 


« of being found innocent, when they were, led into the 
practice of all virtue by the Holy Spirit. HAnd hat 5 
occaſion for that, if found innocent: But how 4 iq00cent 
did the Holy Spirit: find them? Doubtleſ ſs uff as innocent 5 


as it finds us, Viz, conceived. and borg, in ſin 3. 
our deal Ao 21e depraved nature, ; ng, good 


bringing into the world with, us a corru prion which: er 5 


ders us liable to God's wrath and N an 
with a carnal mind, which i Is « enmity againſt Wu 
heart, the thoughts and imaginations of. which are,.deglan 
red to be only evil, and that.continually,;; and. whoſe as, 


tive and habitual language, tho rn. b : 
under a Chriſtian diſpenſation, a ly e | 
ht 


that of the Jews, viz. We will not e, 755 

to reign, over us, This, and this alone, my dear, fxi zl 

is all the innocence that every, many naturally, en 

ed of the offspring 0 Adam, W 2 5 Wee e 
luvian, patriarchal, loſaic, Apoſt 0 prelegt g age Can 
boaſt of. And if this be mattec of 15 vg. char, 


A 
knows himſelt can deny it f), it is ſo f 10 from being {us 
0 


perfliripys or. fanatical to aſſert the. ab 


dued, our 1 oh and enmity eee ns: 


3 as * v 


turned into a proper. channel, on in ſhort, any one « ind, . Wo.” 
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Chriſt, that 


For, ate we'nor therein taught to pray, that we way be 


os epocha, when the earth ſhall be Alled irh the know- 
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all thie faints rt earth, and all the ſpirits of Faſt men "made 


amoi the throne of the moſt high God, night and 1705 
Join in dec Ge Lord . thus let thy e 


6 j 


becomes of our author's dtguments to Pa 
of an abatement or total withdrawitig of cup yn 
thffucace in thefe gofpcE-diys ? Migtit he tot, . fol 


io, 


geeat Confiſtency, have vfideraken-t tg ſhew, the ice br m 


in abatement the irtadiacing light et 


be or total withdrawing of 


en which we tread; ſtands 46 much in need how of the a; 
genial rays of that great luainary 

vp; 971 complete the vegetation 
plants, and flowers, as it did in any pre- 
age 9 4 ox 1 55 16 our earthly, hearts do now, 92 


He in g 


erding 
Gays will, Rafid in 28 much need of the quickenin 
Ivening, tratisforming influences of the. Spirit, of 


efug 
glorious Sun of ri ghreouſnefs, as the 925 
&f the firſt apoſtſes; if nat to AY os preachers, yer to 
make us Chriſtians, viz. by beginning, carrying on, ari 
chat holineſs in che heart atid life of every be- 
ee Age, without which no man livitig Mal 11 ſe 
the 5 And the Scriptures are ſo fat from encourag- 
plead for A iminorion of divine influence iti. chefs 
any wor the Apel, becauſe ar external rule of falth is 
thereby: eftabliſhied,” thar, on che contrary, wi are encou- 
AT by this very eftabliſied'rule to expech, hope, longs 
and pray for larget and moreextenfive eo cherd of diving 
ifluence'than any former age bath"eyer yet expetienced. 


Mled with all the fulneſs of God, os to Wait for a glori-: 


led of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſeas ? Do got 


d archang, els 


Pee in heaven, © nay, all” the nl 


— Twas 
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1 e n 1 


Bat by thistinie,' tay dest friend, I imaginaou! a 
be glad to know againſt whom theſe zug fulminaz this 
unſcriptutal artillery, is levelled Our author ſhall ins 
form you. All modern ꝓtetenders to divine iuflueꝶ 
in general; and you may be aſſured the tor Machodifhs: - 
(thoſe: ſcourges and eye-ſores of formal, e 
letter · learned ptoteſſors) in . expoſe, 
and ſet theſe 2 in a ridiculous light, (a method that 
Julian, after all his various tortures, found moſt ai 
chis writer runs from Dan to Beerſheba; gives us quotatioſt 
upon quotation out of the Rev. Mr Mir, Jon Weſley egen 
vals; aud to uſe his Own ſimile upon another occaſion, 
by a kind of Egyptian huſbandry, — ooo 
droves of obſcene animals, of his on formation, who - 
ruſh in furiouſly, and then trample the Journals; and 
this ſe, already every where fokit againſt;-under heir 
feet —In reading this 'pirt'of' his work, I could mor 
help thinking of the Papiſts dreſſing John Huſs in à 6g 
of painted devils, before they 4 Ags him up to 
fecular arm. For our author calls the Rev. Mr. Joby 
Weſtey—— paltry mimic—ſpnitual empiric— ſpiricudt - 
martialiſt—-meck apoſtle—new adventurer.—— The Me 
thodiſts, according to him, are modern apoltles— the © 
ſaints new miſſignaries —illuminated Jofort-—chis «et 
of fanatics —— Methodiſm itſelf ig modern ſaintſhip:· - 
Mr. Law begat it, and Count Zinzendort rocked: the'cra- 
dle—and the devil himſelf is man-midwife -to-their: pew. 
birth. And yet this is the man, my dear friend, ho in 
his preface to this very bock lays it down as an invariable- 
maxim, That Ho is never ſo grofsly-mjured, or ith _ 
(© advocates fo'diſhonoured;'' as when hae 

fooliſh arts uf ſophiſtry, buffoonery, and perſonal 8 
in its defence: By thy on pen ſhalt thbu he 
thou hapleſs, miſtak en ed of the Chiiltian cuuſe 
oe not content * up W + 

ſpirin 


employ the 4 bh 
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ſpiritual empiric, theſe hew miſſionaries, in bear- ſkins, in 
order to throw them out to be baited by an ill natured 
world, he proceeds to rake up the very aſhes uf the dead; 
and, like e witch of Endor, as far as in him lies, at- 
© - tempts td hriog up and diſquiet the ghoſts of one ot the 
molt venerable. ſets of men that ever lived upon the earth; 
mean the god Old Puritans. . For theſe,“ ſays; our 
author, Who now go under the name of Methodiſts, in 
e the days of our forefathers, under the firm reign of 
K. ers Eliſabeth, were called Precifians;—but then, 
as a metal which had undergone its trial in the 
fire and elt all its droſs, the ſect, with great propriety, 
66 .Changed its name, (a very likely thing to give them- 
| ſelves a nickname, indeed,) from Preciſian to Puritan. 
| ben ' in the weak and diſtracted times of Charles 
it ventured to throw off the maſk, and under the 
<<. new name of Independent, became the chief agent of all 
5 the dreadful diſorders which terminated that unhappy 
teign,———So that, according to this author's heraldic, 
genealogical fiction, Methodiſm is the younger daugh- 
1 by ter to Independency, and how a Methodiſt is an apoſ- 
cola Independent; (God grant he may always deſerve þ 
N lch a glorious appellation 5 but an independent was 
chen a Mahometan Methodiſt.” | Pag 142. 143. 144. 
—— What an Independent a Mahometan Met ? 
What 1—the learned Dr. Owen, the great Dr. Good- 
Ik Win, the amiable Mr. How, and thoſe glorious worthies 
M  . who. firſt planted the New-England churches, Mahometan 
Wh es 'Mechodits ? Would to God, that not only this writer, 
but all who now profeſs to preach Chriſt in this land, were 
ghaot only almoſt, but altogether ſuch Mahometan Metho- 
Hits, in reſpect to the Jodtrine of divine-influence, as:they 
here! For I will ernture to affirm; that if it had not 
been for ſueh Mabhometan Methodiſts, and their ſueceſſors, 
the Wü Diſſenters, yo 8 ſome years ago, 


i | have 


— 


„ „K G rw fo, was my ys oa oo my 
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have eie danger of ki | _ Y 
diſm indeed 5 1 mean, into e ene bella any 5 
divine influence. manifeſting, nel in grace and nowledge, 4 
and void of any ſpiritual aid in ſpiritual diſtreſſes. Hut 3 
from ſuch a Chriſtianity, good Lord deliver. this. happy 
land. The .deſizn out author had in view in drawing 
ſuch a parallel, is eaſily ſeen through. eſs to ex 
poſe the preſent Methodiſts to the jealouſy: of the civil 
government. For, ſays he, p. 142. We ſee Metho- 3 
« diſm at preſent under a well eſtabl iſhed, government, 
©. where its obliged to wear a leſs; audacious: loo: 
i To know its true character, we ſhould. Tee it in all its 

&« fortunes. And doth this writer then, in. order ia 
gratify a finful curioſity of ſeeing Methodiſm in all its for- 
tunes, deſire to have the pleaſure of ſeeing the weak and 
diſtracted times hs Charles I. a Þ back k gin Or; Tl 


S235 


turn, Gnce we have a Te vpon the —— 3 in hs; 
firſt moſt gracious ſpeech to both houſes of Parliament de- 55 
clared, he would preſerve the Act of Toleration inviola- 
ble? And that being the caſe,” bleſſed be God, we are n 4 
no danger of any return of ſuch weak and diſtracted times, 
either from the apoſtolic Independents, Mahometan Me- . 75 
thodiſts, or any religious ſect or party whatſoe ver. My. 
dear friend, ( if this is, not gibbeting up names, with, un: 

x regenerate: malice,” to everlaſting, infamy,''. Lknow-not 

what. is. But it dagen in this, as; in ſimilar caſes, whillt 


they eee like Hanan, pro prepa ring a gallows.. 4 
for that apoſtolic Independent.. that Mahometan Merhou 
diſt, Mordecai, -all my while: ATE voy: "ION al. 


for their e o mn. an EET. 30th. 
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But, methinks; 1 ſee you dw begin to be impatient 
w know, vn indeed I have neither inclination nor leiſure 
to purſue our author any further), who chis can 


: — — takes ſuch gigantic ſtrides ?—I aſſure you a per- 
fect Goliath is the fetinue of human learning — Will you 
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i gueſs Perhaps Dr. Tr of Norwich. NV he 
W 1s Cead.——Certanly not a churchman? -es; a mem- - 
ber, a. miaiſter, 4 dignitaty, a biſhop of the church of 
N England and, to Keep you no longer in ſuſpenſe, it is 


—— 
1 


nod ſeſs a man than Dr. Warbutton, the author of The di- 
vine legation e Moſes, and now William Lord Biſhop of 
Glouceſter. I know you are ready to ſay, Tell it not 
in Gurb, publiſh it not in the ftreets of Aſtelon. But, my 
I. dear friend, what can be done? ——His' Lordſhip hath 
| publiſhed it himſelf; nay, his book hath juſt now * 
10 tough a ſccond impteſſton ; and that you may ſee and 
W-- judge for yourſelf, Whether! have wronged his Lordſhip 
-, of not, (as it is not very weighty), I have ſent you the 
book itſelf. Upon the peruſal, I am perſuaded you 
Will at- leaſt be thus far of my opinion, that however de- 
eus et tutamen is always the motto engraven upon 2 
biſhop's mitre, it is not always molt certain, thougb his 
Lordſhip, p. 202. ſays it is, that they are written in every 
Prelate's breaſt. And how can this prelate in particular 
de ſaid to be the ornament or ſafeguard of the church of 
England, when his principles are as directly contrary to 
tie offices of that church over which he is, by divine 
| pefmiſſion, made overſeer, as light is contrary to dar- 
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mM. neſs ? Fo know, my dear friend, what dur miniſ- 
ders ate taught to ay when they baptize: I beſeech 
t yod to — 4 upon od the Father, through our Lord 4:8 
| 2 Jeſus Chriſt, that of his bouriteous goodneſs, he will! WV 
gra t to this child that thing which by nature he can- 

Ja . got have.” But what ſays his Lordſhip ?- All in- 2 


| "+ * the power f humanity is miraculous, 6 
| - and 
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What Hays his Lord hip when pronduncing che blech . 


z 


and chirefore to abate or * . now hs. 
church is ! eſtabliſhed. What ſay they when ox” 
catechiſe? My good child, know this; that thou a 
« pot able to do theſe things of thy ſelf, nor to walk in 
ce the commands of God, and to — him, without bis 
« ſpecial grace But what ſays his Lordſhip? 


A rule of faith being now eſtabliſhed, the Convidtion which 


the weight of human teſtimony, and the concluſions of hu! 
man reaſon afford, are abundantly ſufficient to ſupport us in 
our religious perſeverance. What ſays his Lord ſhip him- 
ſelf, when he confirms children thus catectiſed F bs Strengths - 
« en them, we befeech thee, O Lord, with the Holy 
«© Ghoſt, the Comforter, and daily increaſe in them chy 
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% manifold gifts of grace, the ſpirit of wiſdom and unt 


« derſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel and ghoſtly ſtrength . k 


—— But what ſays his Lordſhip, when he ſpeaks his own 
ſentiments ?——AIl. aids in ſpiritual diſtreſſes, as well as 
thoſe which adminiſtred help in corporeal diſeaſes, are 


now abated, or totally withdtaw n. What ſays his 


Lordſhip when he ordains ? . Doft thou truſt that thou 
art inwafdly moved by the Ho Ghoſt - — Receive 


+ 


Come, Holy Gboſt, our ſc ſouls bi, 
And 18770 with celeſtial re- 
Thou the ativint ing Spirit art, 


Wis lon thy Pong aus eee, + 
1 comfert; life; and pocher of lives. #:c;05 tak 1s 


Enable with perpetual light, Vo i Donnd 


The dulneſs of oier Minded fl. 


» % + * 


* The peace of God, ee paſſeth all underſtanding, 
* * your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love | 
* of God. *—But what fays * nn when retired o 
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bis ſtudy? All ſupernatural influence, manifeſting 

iſelf in grace and knowledge, is miraculous, and there- 

fore to ceaſe under a perfect eſtabliſnment. What ſays? 

hut I check myſelf ;—for the time would fail me waz 

I. to urge all thoſe quotations that might be produced out 

of the Articles, Homiles, and Public Offices, to con-. 

front and invalidate the whole tenor and fqundation of his 
Lordſhip's performance. But how it is eonſiſtent with 

that wiſdom which is from above, (and by which his 
Lordſhip attempts to arraign, try, and condemn the 
Rev. Mr. John Weſley), to ſubſcribe to, and make uſe 

of, public offices in the church, and then as publicly 
Jenny and contradict them in the preſs, I leave to his 
Lordſhip's more calm and deliberate conſideration; 

Sure I am, if weighed in the ſame balance, his Lordſhip 
would be found as equally wanting at leaſt. And indeed 

during the whole trial, I could ſcarcely refrain breaking 
wg Out into the language of the eunuch of Queen Candace to 
= Philip:the evangeliſt, Speakerh the prophet this of himſelf, 
mw or of fome other man ?——1 hope, my dear friend, you 
kao me better than to fuſpe&t I thus retort upon his 
mn - Lordſhip, in order to throw duſt in your eyes to prevent 
your ſeeing what his Lordſhip may juſtly except againſt 

in the conduct of the Methodiſts in general, or in the Jour- 
mals of the Rev. Mr. John Weſley in particular.  W hat- 
euer that indefatigable labourer may think of his, you 
know I have long ſince publicly acknowledged, that there 
were, and doubtleſs, though now ſent forth in a more 
Correct attire, there are yet, many exceptionable paſſages 
in my Journals. And J hope it will be one of the con- 
ſtant employments of my declining years, to humble my- 
= Rf daily before the moſt high God, for the innumerable 
mixtures of corruption which have, blended themſelves : 
LLvich my feeble, bur, I truſt, ſincere endeavours, whether 
me from the preſs or pulpit, to promote the Redeemer's glo- 
!' _— | | Z | | | ry, 
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ry, and the eee 4 of precicus * immortal ER 
And | aſſure you, that if his Lordſhip had contented hin- ay 
ſelt with pointing out, or even ridiculing any ſuch blemiſu- 
es or imprudences, or yet ſtill more important miſtakes, 70 | 
in my own, or any of the Methodiſts conduct or anions 2 
mances, I ſhould have ſtood entirely filent. But when 1 
obſerved his Lordſhip, through almoſt his whole book, 
not only. wantonly throwing about the arrows and. fire _# A 
brands of ſcurrility and buffoonery, and perſonal abuſe, © 

but, at the ſame time, on account of [ſome e 
expreſſions and indiſcretions of a particular ſet of honeſt. 
though fallible men, taking occaſion to wound, vilify, and 74 
totally deny the all- powerful, ſtanding operations of the Ph 1 
Bleſſed Spirit, by which alone his Lordſhip or any other 9 
man living can be ſanctified and ſealed to the day of eter- 1 ; 
dal redemption, I muſt own that I was conſtrained to vent ; 
myſelf to you, as a dear and intimate friend, in the man- 

ner J have done. Make what uſe of it you pleaſe. Pers | 0 if 
haps hereafter I may trouble you with ſome further te, 
marks. At preſent, you know, I am on the road to 
Scotland, in order to embark for America. And there- 
fore I would now only obſerve to you further, that thy i 
unguarded unwary method made uſe of by his oro | 
to ſtop, will rather ſerve to increaſe and eſtabliſh what he 
is pleaſed to term a ſect of fanatics. - The more judicious: 
Biſhop Burnet, as I heard an acute advocate once ere 
in the general aſſembly of the church of Scotland, pre- by | 
ſcribed a much better (and indeed the only effectual and 
truly apoſtolic) way to ſtop the progreſs of the Puritan 
miniſters, when- complained againſt to his Lordſhip, by 1 = 
ſome of his clergy, for breaking into and preaching 1 in their 4 N 
parochial charges: Out- live, out. labour, out- preach them, A 
laid his Lordſhip. And that the Reverend Mr. John 
Weſley himſelf (that famed leader of the Methodiſts) and 
every Methodiſt preacher in England may be thus * 
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